
28  Lone Star Politics

word for friend (techas) into Tejas, a term describing the Caddo tribe.23 In the centuries 
since, waves of people have come to Texas seeking opportunity and bringing change.

The changes have not always been welcomed by established Texans. When explorer 
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado’s expedition arrived and proudly proclaimed to the 
Zuñi Indians who lived in Texas that the tribe now enjoyed protection as subjects of 
the Spanish king, the Zuñis answered with a volley of arrows.24 The arrows bounced off 
the Spanish armor, and today immigrants arriving from across the nation and around 
the world generally receive a better reception. Still, new arrivals have often been seen 
by many Texans as competitors rather than partners in the state’s future.

New arrivals remain a constant in Texas. The state’s population has increased 
about a hundredfold since joining the United States, growing at an average of just 
over 40 percent each decade (see Figure 1.1). The Census Bureau estimated that there 
were 26,448,193 Texans in 2013 and that there will be over 27 million people living in 
the state by 2025. Seven counties in Texas grew more than 50 percent in the ten years 
between the 2000 and 2010 censuses: Rockwall (81 percent), Williamson (69 per-
cent), Fort Bend (65 percent), Hays (61 percent), Collin (59 percent), Montgomery 
(55 percent), and Denton (53 percent).

According to Office of the State Demographer, Texas will do a lot more growing 
in the next four decades. Changes in immigration and birth rates make predictions 
difficult, but the state could have as many as 32 million citizens in 2050, even if there 
is zero migration into the state. If migration into the state continues at the pace seen 
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  Figure 1.1  	P opulation and Percentage of Growth in Texas since 1850

Source: Data from U.S. Census Bureau, “State and County QuickFacts: Texas,” http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/48000.html


